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Message from the President
Dear Colleagues,
In the last months EuPA has been going through a reviewing of 
its role and of the initiatives it is leading within the proteomics 
scientifi c community.  This process is continuing and is cur-
rently centered on the promotion of an active and direct role 
from the National Societies.  In fact, EuPA pursues its objec-
tives by strengthening the national and European proteomics 
organizations in their efforts through a bottom-up approach 
(Fig. 1). This includes coordinating and providing educational 
programs; promoting the networking of scientists through 
meetings, workshops and student exchange; advanced train-
ing in proteomics technologies and applications. 
Figure 1. Towards bottom-up participative actions of all National 
Proteomics Societies.
EuPA is always welcoming initiatives coming from the scien-
tifi c community by following a straight forward approach: 
1) endorsement from the reference National society, 2) 
patronage from EuPA. EuPA has currently active programs to 
support student participation in National Educational Initia-
tives and for the scientifi c exchange throughout the EU National 
Conferences. Moreover, following the collaborative experience 
with the EU COST action BM1104 “Mass Spectrometry Imaging: 
New Tools for Healthcare Research”, EuPA is further developing 
co-programming agreements with other large international 
initiatives such as the COST action BM1403 “Native Mass Spec-
trometry and Related Methods for Structural Biology”. EuPA 
is also supporting an ongoing ITN  program “MASSTRPLAN 
(MASS Spectrometry TRaining network for Protein Lipid adduct 
ANalysis)”, which started last October 2015.
In 2015 EuPA has approved two fl agship programs, one on 
Proteome-Informatics and a second on Standardization given 
the fundamental impact of these fi elds in the development of 
Proteomics investigations. Following these initiatives a EuPA 
Bioinformatics Community Initiative was constituted and a 
fi rst meeting was held in Dortmund (Dec. 1-2, 2015, see report 
by Dr. M. Vaudel). 
EuPA awarded Prof. Lennart Martens (University of Ghent) 
with its highest yearly distinction: the Juan Pablo Albar 
Protein Pioneer Award 2015. The award endorsed by the 
Belgian Proteomics Association has been assigned for Prof. 
Martens’ outstanding contribution to the promotion of the 
principles of data sharing and integration across the EuPA 
proteomics community, two of EuPA’s highest values.
Figure 2. Prof. Lennart Martens awarded with the Juan Pablo Albar 
Protein Pioneer Award by EuPA President Prof. Andrea Urbani during 
the Annual Conference of the British Society for Proteome Research 
(BSPR) in Reading, UK [July 20, 2015].
The next EuPA2016 conference will be held in Istanbul from 
June 22 to 25, under the wise organization of Prof. Aysel 
Ozpinar. The election of Istanbul as the site of our 2016 Annual 
meeting has been made long ago by all EuPA members but 
may now be felt uncomfortable in view of the recent events in 
Europe. These raise of course understandable safety concerns 
which in fact reach out to virtually any European metropole in 
these days. We feel that it is now the time to bring proteomics 
to this millenarian city, a meeting point of cultures and conti-
nents and use this opportunity to show a strong demonstration 
that we are all European from Madrid over London and Paris to 
Istanbul. With this understanding the EuPA Board confi rms its 
invitation to the whole EuPA Community to join for Istanbul 
and to live the vision of an open democratic discussion of ideas 
for the development of science and society throughout Europe.
The congress will offer a great scientifi c program which will 
be announced shortly and will be supported by an educa-
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tional day with workshops on standardization, bioinformat-
ics and protein cross-linking. The sessions include several 
opportunities for “young guns” (young proteomics investiga-
tors) to challenge their results and ideas in front of highly 
qualifi ed experts. The meeting will provide a fi rst opportu-
nity for the recently constituted EuPA Young Investigator Club 
(EuPA YPIC) to bring forward their visions. The congress will 
take place in Acıbadem University, in the Asian part of Istan-
bul which offers a convenient and safe access. Organizers are 
offering special accommodation offers in close-by hotels and 
shuttle services for your convenience and safety. 
The local organizers are taking every precaution and steps to 
ensure that we will have a very successful and safe congress. 
Kindest regards,
An drea Urbani
President European Proteomics Association
Note: The EuPA Executive Committee (EC) for the years 2015-
2017 is composed by: 
Andrea Urbani (President, IT), Emøke Bendixen (Vice-President, 
DK), Karl Mechtler (Education Committee, AU), Albert Sick-
mann (Funding, DE), Andy Pitt (Journals, UK), Andrey Lisitsa 
(EuPA Initiatives, RU) and Fernando Corrales (Communication 
and Conferences, ES). 
